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NEP 2020: A FRAMEWORK FOR
REFORMING EDUCATION SYSTEM

The National
Education Policy
2020 empowers

students with
the core

benefits of a

modern
education
system—
flexibility,
employability,
innovation, and
empowerment

er—
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he National Educa-
I tion Policy (NEP)
2020 is a transforma-
tive blueprint aimed at mak-
ing Indian education more
flexible, inclusive, skill-ori-
ented, and aligned with
global standards. It places
students at the centre of
academic reform and pre-
pares them for the dynamic
demands of the 21st-century
knowledge economy. How-
ever, when institutions or
states fail to implement
NEP-2020 in its true spirit,
itis the students who suffer
the most. The consequences
are not just academic—they
are deeply personal, profes-
sional, and national.
One of NEP’s most pro-

gressive features is the Mul-
tiple Entry and Exit (ME-
ME) system. This enables
students to exit academic
programmes after comple-
tion of one, two, or three
yvears with an appropriate
certificate, diploma, or
degree, and return later to
complete the programme.
This flexibility helps stu-
dents navigate unforeseen
challenges—personal, finan-
cial, or health-related—
without losing their aca-
demic progress. More
importantly, it fosters a cul-
ture of risk-taking, which is
crucial for entrepreneur-
ship. Students can explore
ideas, engage in startups, or
pursue internships without
the fear of being penalised
academically.

NEP also promotes the
creation of co-working spac-

es, incubation centres, and
innovation hubs in educa-
tional institutions. These
platforms offer students the
environment and mentor-
ship necessary to convert
ideas into real ventures.
States and institutions that
have not adopted NEP deny
students this opportunity to
interact with industry, build
startups, and become job cre-
ators rather than job seekers.

A major loss for studentsin
non-implementing institu-
tions is the ineligibility or
limited access to govern-
ment-supported initiatives
such as internships, appren-
ticeships, innovation fellow-
ships, and startup seed fund-
ing schemes. Many of these
opportunities are being rout-
ed through NEP-aligned
frameworks, where students
are expected to have academ-

ic exposure to skills, pro-
ject-based learning, and cred-
it-linked experiences. With-
out aligning institutional
practices to NEP, students
miss out on these crucial gov-
ernment-sponsored plat-
forms for career- building
and enterprise development.
NEP further emphasises
academic flexibility, allowing
students to pursue multidis-
ciplinary education and shift
between streams such as sci-
ence, humanities, and com-
merce based on their inter-
ests and evolving aspira-
tions. Institutions that still
follow rigid subject

boundaries fail to nur- e -

ture curiosity and sti-
fle the intellectual
development of their
students.

The integration of
skills and vocational
training, along with manda-
tory internships and
apprenticeships, ensures
that students graduate
with real-world experi-
ence. NEP makes it possi-
ble for these components to
be embedded in the academic
curriculum. Without this,
students are left with theo-
retical knowledge discon-
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The integration of
skills and vocational
training, along with
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internships and
apprenticeships,
ensures that
students graduate
with real-world
experience.

NEP makes it
possible for these
components to be
embedded in the

academic curriculum

nected from industry needs,
leading to poor employability.
Additionally, NEP's sup-
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port for regional language
education and early expo-
sure to research and innova-
tion helps students from
diverse backgrounds partici-
pate fully in higher educa-
tion and contribute to new
knowledge creation. Ignor-
ing these provisions risks
widening inequality and
leaving students unprepared
for global competition.

In conclusion, non-imple-
mentation of NEP-2020
deprives students of the core
benefits of a modern educa-
tion system—flexibility,
employability, innovation,
and empowerment. It lim-

its their access to govern-
ment resources, industry
collaboration, and global
opportunities. To secure
the future of India’s vouth
and to build a self-reliant
and innovative nation, full
and sincere implementa-
tion of NEP-2020 is not
just desirable—it is
imperative.

—The writer is
Vice-Chancellor of Central
University of Haryana, and
UGC Coordinator for
implementation of NEP in the
North region




